Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church Capital Campaign

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Q.
WHAT IS THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN?

A.
This campaign is being conducted to raise the resources to finance the new expansion on the school building to add adult meeting, classroom and Religious Formation space.  The Capital Campaign is a five-year program whose purpose is to fund both the construction and furnishing of the facility. Soliciting a “one-time” gift from parishioners would not raise sufficient money to build the center, but if people pledge to a certain dollar amount over the course of the 5 year campaign -- either weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually then we will be successful in raising enough money to support the project.  Only in this way will we be able to raise the $3.8 million necessary to move forward with the facility.

Q.
WHAT IS THE REASON FOR UNDERTAKING THIS BUILDING PROGRAM?

A.
Our church membership is growing.  Since 2000 we have grown from 670 families to over 1,300 families.  With this growth has come the demand for services and educational programs for the parish.   Currently we cannot accommodate all the people who want to meet for ministries or allow the classes grow to accommodate the demand for classroom space.  As we grow there is sure to be an even greater demand for classroom space this project will accommodate, adult meeting room space, daytime classroom space, and room for Religious Formation in the evenings. So it is therefore incumbent upon us to build for the future of our parish community and our youth.  

Q
WHO DESIGNED THE BUILDING PLANS?

A.
The expansion was part of the original planning and design of our existing building.  Therefore, we do not have to spend time or money to design the building, we are simply building the next phase as it was originally planned.  The space has dedicated classrooms for Religious Formation, daytime school use, as well as meeting spaces for other parish ministries along with an expansive library/media area that can also be used for parish functions.
Q.
WHAT IS THE COST OF THE BUILDING AND HOW WILL IT BE PAID FOR?

A.
The total cost of the building is estimated to be $4.8 million dollars.  The feasibility study indicated we could raise or exceed about $3.8 million dollars.   When we meet our campaign goal of $3.8 million we will be able to borrow the remaining funds to begin building very soon.  This means that after the campaign the parish will make debt payments (like a home mortgage) from our general Sunday collections.
Q.
WHEN WILL WE BEGIN TO BUILD THE NEW ADDITION?
A.
We will break ground shortly after our goal is reached.
Q.
WILL WE HAVE A DONOR RECOGNITION WALL?  WILL IT JUST BE ALL OF THE CONTRIBUTOR NAMES LISTED OR WILL IT BE BY GIVING CATEGORY?

A.
Certainly there will be donor recognition.  Any person, family, or entity donating a particular space will be permanently acknowledged.  However, the architect suggested that exactly what form of general recognition might be better determined once the building is constructed.  The new surroundings may inspire the manner of recognition better suited for the space than we can plan for now.  There are many options to consider.  A donor wall is one possibility.  Dedication plaques with donor memorial portraits and personal histories might be placed in particular rooms which have been donated.  Of course donors wishing to remain anonymous will be respected.

Q.
WHAT WILL THE EDUCATION CENTER OFFER US? 

A.
The following are just a few highlights of what the building will offer:

· Serve as a witness to the community, of God's redeeming work, and of Christ's life and grace as we answer His call by providing a quality facility to carry out His mission of education, prayer, and service for today and for future generations.

· Address our immediate need for more space by providing more classrooms, meeting space, and a safe environment for the education of our next generation. 

· Endow us with a wonderful, updated and large educational center that is spiritually uplifting, energy efficient, and multifunctional.

Q.
HOW WILL PLEDGES BE PAID?

A. You have the option of paying your pledge annually, semi-annually, quarterly, or monthly. You may also make payments through the use of automatic bank withdrawal procedures or your credit card.  Each donor will receive reminders in accordance with his stated methods of payment.  

Q.
WHEN WILL I BEEN CALLED ON?
A.
The volunteers are making calls but it takes time to reach so many households.  Please be patient, you will be contacted.  You could help by becoming a volunteer and calling on other families.  If you need to meet about the campaign soon, please call the office to let them know.  Someone will respond to your need immediately.

Q.
WILL I HAVE TO DISCUSS MY PLEDGE AMOUNT WITH A VOLUNTEER?

A.
No.  A volunteer will deliver your sealed pledge card, talk to you about the campaign, answer your questions, then return to pick up your sealed pledge envelope.  They can also assist you with information as you prayerfully consider your pledge but they will not discuss your pledge amount unless you specifically ask to do so.

Q.
IS MY PLEDGE CONFIDENTIAL?

A.
Absolutely.  None of the volunteers are privy to any personal financial information.  

Q.
WILL CHURCH MEMBERS BE ASSESSED?
A.
Absolutely Not!  Guidelines for sacrificial giving are suggested, but the amount is strictly up to the individual member.

Q. 
WHO WILL BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE?

A.
The plans call for every family in the parish to be contacted.

Q.
MUST I MAKE A PLEDGE?

A.
One of the fundamental responsibilities of our Catholic faith is that of supporting the church and committing ourselves to the church’s mission for the benefit of the whole community.  Since this project has clearly emerged from expressed and verified needs of our parish community, all members of the parish need to give serious consideration to their own responsibility for its support.  All gifts are welcome.  However, one-time, out of pocket giving will not enable us to reach our goal.  Because our financial goal is ambitious, members are urged to increase the effectiveness of their gifts by pledging and budgeting over a five-year pledge period.

Q.
WHAT IS MY SHARE?

A.
Your pledge should be based on the dictates of your conscience.  A Budgeted Giving Chart is included in the brochure to serve as a guide.  Don't give until it hurts --- Give until it feels good!
Q.
CAN MY GIFT BE MADE AS A MEMORIAL OR IN HONOR OF SOMEONE?

A.
Yes, gifts may be designated to perpetuate the name or memory of a friend or loved one.

Q.
IS THE PLEDGE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN IN ADDITION TO OUR REGULAR TITHING OR GIVING?

A. Yes, it is.  Your pledge should not in any way interfere with your normal and regular support of the church.  The pledge for the Educational Center is made over and above what you normally give on a weekly, monthly, or annual basis.

Q.
IS MY GIFT TAX DEDUCTIBLE?

A.
Yes, contributions to our campaign are deductible in accordance with federal tax law.  As always, please consult with your financial advisor for questions on how your giving affects your personal financial situation.

Q.
CAN I DONATE STOCK OR OTHER ASSETS?

A.
Your gift can be any negotiable asset of real market value.  Appreciated stocks, commodities, insurance, real estate or bonds are welcome. You may also wish to consider a bequest or the creation of a trust, such as a charitable annuity trust.  For more information, please contact your financial adviser or Robb Spence, Campaign Director, or John Dunn, Parish Development Director, both at 289-4289. 
Q.
WHAT IF I CANNOT FULFILL MY PLEDGE LATER DURING THE CAMPAIGN?

A.
Your pledge is a prayerful statement of your intent; it’s not a binding legal agreement.  We understand that peoples’ financial situations can and do change.

If you cannot fulfill your pledge as originally planned, perhaps you’ll be able to make it up at some later date, or in a different way.  Alternatively, if you are able to contribute more than originally planned, that’s perfectly acceptable too!

Q.
WILL ALL THE MONEY BE USED FOR THE NEW BUILDING?

A.
Yes.  The monies raised for the new education center will be specifically dedicated to the building fund.  The funds will not be used for any other reason.

Q.
DOES THE CAMPAIGN COMPANY GET A PERCENTAGE OF OUR PLEDGES?

A.
Absolutely not.  The campaign company is a Catholic firm whose mission is to assist each parish to reach their goal.  Therefore, they feel that a percentage fee is not ethical and only charge a flat fee for their services.
Q.
HOW CAN I BE CREATIVE IN MY GIFT TO THE CAMPAIGN WHILE REDUCING MY INCOME AND ESTATE TAX AND BENEFITING ME NOW AND MY HEIRS IN THE FUTURE?

A.

· In giving appreciated assets such as stock by simple planning you can eliminate most if not all capital gains tax consequences.

· Continue to enjoy the income from your assets by placing them in a trust directing the trust assets to go to the church when the trust terminates (Charitable Remainder Trust)
· Provide income to the church for a set period of time with the assets reverting back to you – or passing to your beneficiaries at the end of the trust’s term (Charitable Lead Trust)

· These and other strategies to assist you to become better stewards to your family and church are available with the assistance of the Capital Campaign.  One of our parishioners is a financial planner and is donating advice to any family who would like to consider these or other options.  Simply call the Campaign Office at the church and we will keep your call and information completely confidential.
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